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WASHINGTON, D. C.

THE SLAVEHOLDIRG CLASS DOHIH}HT in
THE REFUBLIC,

SPEECH OF WILLIAM H. SEWARD
22 Detroit, Cetober 2, 1866,

"mrow-Crrzess :

r v 5:  The process of empire-
building in the United States is in some respects
new and peculisr. We had not here a State
which was compact aad complete at its begin-
ning, and we have not conquered other nations
or planted colonies, near or distant, to be held
as dependencies by force alono. On the con-
trary, we had s broad foundation laid, upon
which were raised at first only thirteen columns,
i portion of an indefinite number, which were
1o be erccted during a long future, ull of one
Il'!nt&-ri:ll and equal strength, and all to be com-
Lined inseparabiy, according to one great origi-
nal design.
. New States, ultimately to become members of
the Federal Union, pass through stages of unor-
ganized colonization, and of dependence and
Papilage under the Federal Governwent, or that
of some foreign Power, and receive their binses
and even form their socinl institutions during
those early stages. Nevertheless, so intimate is
the union of ail these States, that each exerts
o measured influence upon every other, while
the fortune of every one is inseparably involved
in the common destiny of all,

You will infer at once from these statements
that the nature and character of the institutions,
of even auy one maturing Territory in the Uni-
ted States, are subjects of the highest and pos-
Bibly cven vital imporisnce. That, although
caprice and oppression may be hurmlessly prac-
ticed Ly other nations upon their provinces and
colopivs, vet such wrongs, committed 'by our
Federal Government against our growing Terri-
tories, are equally injurious to those Territories,
and dangerous, if uot disastrous, to the whole
]t"}ili‘l.!h.lx

It is my purpose to show you, on this ocea-
gion, that the daveholding cluss of the American
pecple i3 systematically and successlully per-
verting the®adminiziration of the Government,
¥ in regard to the Territories, so as to
ange the Constitution, and endunger the sta-
ity, welfure, and liberty of the Union.

Virst, iusomuch as this proposition must seem
to you bold, it not uew, 1 shall show from gen-
eral principles that it may possibly be trae ; and,
secondly, I shall establizh its truth by undenia-
bie demonstration.

First. The proposition muy be true,  Property
ig an essentiol element of civil society, So is
liberty, wiich, properly understood, i3 only the
oqu®¥! cccurity of all citizens against oppression.
How to adjust the balanee between property and
liberty in States, is the great problem of guvern-
ment.  Property is always jealous of enlurged
liberty, and especis s0 when it is based on
relations subrersive of natural justice, which is
mothing more than cquality among men. Prop-
crty, therefore, ias niways a bias towards op-
pression, and it derives power 1o oppress from
its own nature, the watchfulness of its possess-
ors, amwd the ease with which tiey enn com-
bine. Libesty @2 exposed to the danger of such
oppreszion by means of the incousidernteness
and the jealousies which habilually prev
among subjicts or citizens.  Tu every State, all
the pruperty clusses sympathize with cach other
through the force of common instinets of Fear,
cupiduy, and asmbition, and are easily marshal-
el under the lead of ono which becomes domi-
uant, anill represoniz the whole, Wherever the
!’ighli and duties of the property clusses arg de-
fined and regulaied, with sallicient constraints
10 prevent oppresacn, and liberty is at the same
time 50 bounded a: to secure property against
social or individual szgression, there the people
are free and the State is republican, Where
this balance is ol sccurstely adjusted, liberty
is abridged, and a property ¢lass administers thy
Government, in the torm of an aristocracy, or a
monarchy, or a despotism.  The mere mention
of the names of Swizerland, Venice, France,
(her various alteraa being  remembered, )
Gireat Britain, snd Hassia, fursishes sl peedfol
illustrations of these positions. Human nature
acd the physical elanent= of sociely ave every-
where the same. 1 is therefore possible thaut
social and political errors and evils, which have
frequently existed elscwhere, may find enteance

Secoadly. The alleg
the Government by
which I have made, is true. t us see
whether such a direction of the Government ss
it deseribes was designed or cxpected by Qs
founders. On the comirary, they lald the found-
ations of the Swte=s, nat in property —mueh Jess
in slave property—bal in the ustural rights or
political equaliy of men.  They abdished few
safeguards of property, knowing how apt it is
to take care of itselr, while th wmilt strong
bulwarks around liberiy, know how easil
liberty is always overthrowa.  The Doclaration
of ladependence, which no woul or wicked cit.-
zea then dared to pronounce a series of alistrac-
tions, recited asz the fusdamental trath of the
great political gociety which it ushered into the
presence of nations, that “all men are creatad
egqual "—“ endowed by their Crentor with the
inalienable rights ” of “life, Lberty, and the
puarsuit of happiness;” and that “ Governments
are instituted among men to sccure those
rights,” and derive their powers only * from the
consenl of the governcd.”

The Convention which framed the Constitn-
tion submitted it to the American people by a
letter beariag the gignuture of George Washing-
ton, in which its character was detined with a
steady hand in a clear light. ¢ Individuals,”
said the Uonvention, “entening into society must
give up a share of libwerty 10 preserve the rest.
The magnitude of the sacriice must depend as
well on sitnation snd circumstances a3 on the
ohjet'l'. Lo be attained. In wil our deliberntions
on this sabjoct, the object which the Convention
has kept steadily in view was the conolidation
of the Union, la which i alved our prosperi-
ty, felicity, salety, per our pationa! ezist-
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ence. This imporiant considers seriously
and desply bwpres2ed on our minde, led each
State in the CUonveniion to be less rigid on
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nitunde, aud that neither pros
ty, nor fiational exiztence,
put 21 hazard for the preservation of s were
semnant or shadew of liberty. The people,
ppeaking in the Constitution, declared their high
whjects in that greal ransaction in words sim-
ple, mnj stie, 1 comarehensive, “To form a
perfect Union, establish justice, insure domestic
pranguillity, provide for the common defence,
pruteote the general welfare, and secure the
blessings of liberty to ourselves and to onr pus-
gerity.”  They boldiy and directly laid the axe
to the roots of privileges and of classes, they
broke the very Mmainsprings of aristocracy, or at
Jeast they attompted o do 8o by ordaining that
s po title of nobility shall be granted by the
United States, or by any State;” and that ¢
gress shall make 1o law respecting an est
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.” Alibough the people well knew nearly
Every fourth person in the new Republic was
actuslly a siave, apd that perhaps one of every
twenty persons was i slaveholder—and so they
well w the existence among them-
selves of caste and class—yot they pertinaciously
refused 10 recognise either, and, on the conlrary,
treated of all the subjects of the Geoverument,
ander the common snd promiscusas deseription
of # *—thus confounding ¢ lusses, s{;-_.d roc=
mi; only men. While they aimed at gpa
‘m’-i:: ul.if:c:iou of that caste, and the class
puilt upon it, by authorizing Cengress to pie-
hibit the imperiation of “ personc 'wb:;: were
slaves after 1808, and to tax it va’r‘l‘\‘]_\‘ in the
mesn time, and while they am‘eé-_‘-nnf_y lrﬁ.!u the
fndividual Staies the management of the domes-
tio relations of all classes and castes existing
therein, they especial’y declared what sl:?uld b
the rights and relatioss of all * persons,” so far
as they were to be affected Ly the action t":f.lh-'
Fygleral Government which they were estabilish-
ing. & The privilege the writ of F:u{n @& COrpus
ahall not be gasp: IR unless 1}'!:09, in case of
rebellion or iavasion, the public security shall
gire it.” *No Lill of attainder or ¢z post
Jaw shall be passed.” « .\'c; capitation or
other uirect tax ghall te laid, unless in propor-
ﬁ‘-to‘l{]::cceniﬂ-_’-." ¥ 'l"hc l'uitlad‘ States e-lm_ll
nty to pyery State in the Union a republi-
can form of Govprament.”  “The right of tho
e to keep and Dear arms siall not be in-
« The right o1 ihe people to be secure
3n their persons, liouses, pipas, u_mi effects,
i unreasonsble searclhies and seinures, sha{ll
imot be violated.” They ordained “trial by Juay:
thibimd & exeessive bail and excessive finez,
cruel and unusual punishments,” and “re-
served 1o the States and to the people all the
powers of Government not expressiy delegated
the United States.” .

* Among these broad and comprehensive reser-
_yations of liberty, ouly two inferior and guarded
ol sgtipulalions weie made with the sluvchuld:‘ng
_elass—namely, that “uo person held to service
‘or labor in one
escaping into
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from such service or labor, but shall be deliver-
ed up, on claim of the party to whom such ger-
vice or labor may be due;" and that “represent-
atives and taxes shall be apporiioned ampng
the several States which shall be included with-
in this Union, according to their respective num-
bers, which shall be determined by adding to
the whole number of free persons, including
those bound to service for a term of years, and
excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all
other persons.”

It is manifest that Congress cannot, without
violating the rights of the people reserved by
their Constitution, grant any favor or privilege
or advantage tq the slaveholding class, or even
ordain or permit Slavery to exist within the ex-
clusive sphere of the Federal jurisdiction.

The spirit of the Declaration of Independence
and of the Constitution of the United States,
thus flagrantly hostile to classes, and especially
to the slavebolding class, entered largely into
the contemporaneous Constitutions and laws of
most of the States. All of them established re-
publican forms of Government. Most of them
aszerted the political eqguality of men. All of
them prohibited orders of nobility und ecclesi-
asticnl classes, estates in mortmain, and estates
Ly primogeniture. Seven States immediately or
speedily prohibited Slavery, and all of the oth-
ers earnestly debated the same great and benign
reform.  Fipally, though unable thus early to
abolish Slavery in six of the States where it al-
ready existed, the people in the Revolutionary
Congress effectually provided for excluding it
forever in that part of the natiomal domain
which laid northwest of the Obio, and in the
States which were thereafter to be established
there: z
I think, fellow-citizens, that 1 have ghown to
your abundunt =atisfaction that such a direction
of the Administration to the establishment and
aggrandizement of the slaveholding class, as 1
have charged, if it indeed exists, is a perversion
of the Constitution of the United States.
Seventy years of our national history have
been fultilled. Fix your attention for a moment
now on the slaveboldicg class, as it now exists.
Although it has been abolished by State legisla-
tion in seven of the first thirteen States, and al-
though nine free States which exclude it have
been sinece adwitted into the Union, yet the
slaveholding class nevertheless stands ereet and
firm in fifteen of the present thirty-one States,
uumbering 347,000 © persons,” on the basis of
3,204,000 other “persons” held to labor or ser-
vice by the laws thereof, valued at twelve hun-
dred milliors of dollurs, combined practically
with all the real estates in those States, This
cluss spreads itself on the one bank of the Mis-
sissippi to the Kansas river. and on the other to
the Ohio, and along the Atlantic coast from the
banks of the Delaware to those of the Rio Grande.,
In the States where this clasa exists, it is not
merely seeure—it is permanent and completely
dominant, to the exclusion not merely of all eivil
rights on the part of the “persons who are held
to labor or service ™ by it, bot to the inhibition
of voluntary emancipation by the owners of
slaves, to the practical exelusion of free labor
from the State, and with it freedom of speech,
ireedom of the press, freedom of the ballot-box,
frecdom of education, freedom of literature, and
frecdom of popular assemblies,  Thus establish-
ed by municipal institutions, the slaveholding
vlasz has become the governing power in each of
the sluveholding States, anid it practically chooses
thirty of the sixty-two members of the Senate,
ninety of the two huandred and thirty-three
members of the House of Representatives, and
one hundred aud five of the two hundred and
ninety-five electors of President and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States.

Let us now repair to the Federal Capital. You
see, that although it is sadly wantiug in the ele-
ments of industry and enterprise which distin-
cuish the hundred cities of the free States, yet
it iz & respectable metropolis, rich in costly na-
tional stractures, monuments, and gardens. This
clegant and tasteful edifice is the palace of the
President of the United States. Tts incumbent,
you know him right well, (for he has acquired
a painful notoricty,) is a confessed apologist of
the slave-property class, a libeller of freemen and
free Stutes which resist the aggressions of that
“lass, an shetter of the extension of Slavery and
of the enlargement of the domain of that class,
by the vielation of time-honored compacts, by
armed usurpation, conquest, and judicial corrap-
tion.  Yon remewber his history.  He had been
egually vbseure among civilians and generals,
but be was deemed reliable by the slave-property
cluss to suppress debate onits high preten-
sions, nnd e was therefore advanced to the Chier
Mugistracy, to the exclusion of the most heroie,
magnanimons, nnd successful military chief Lhe
country has produced,

This browd bighway is Pennsylvania avenue ;
it leads hetween stately store-houses and dwell-
ings, ovcapied by slaveholders with their slaves,
to the Capitol.  We ascend the terrace, through
groves embellished with statues and fountains,
andl enter the Senute Chamber. The Senatd is
before us Tt i3 an angust assembly of ambasga-
dors, deputed by thirty-one equal States. 14 is
auzist by reazon of its functions, It is an Exee-
utive Council, and exercises o negative voice on
all appointments to all places of trust, honor, or
profity m the Republic, and a negative also onall
treaties of the Republic with foreign nations. As
a Court of Impeachments it tries all political
crimes committed by publie agents, and ag a

passage of all the laws of the Union. The age,
experience, and dignity, of its members, loge‘lfvr
with the facility for transacting busimess which
it derives from the smallness of its numbers, bas
enabled it to become the dominating political
power in the Republic.  The chair belongs to the
Vice President of the United States. He who
was last advanced to that oflice is now dend.
Youn remember him. He was chosen from a
slavas State, The Senate elected in his place
[ravid . Atchison, You know him well. He
is chief statesman and captain in the usurpation
anid conguest recently cffected by the slavehold-
ing class in Kansas. When his duties in that
relation called hiw away from the Capital, his
place there was nssigned to Jesse D. Bright, of
Indiana. You know him also. He is accepta-
ble and approved by the slave-property class,
and he has deserved to be,
At the feet of the presiding oflicer you see
three Secrelaries, while his chair is surrounded
by printers, serreants-at-nrms, door-keepers, and
pages,  Each of them is either an active or pas-
sive alvocate of the policy of the slaveholding
class,
The business of the day epens with a debate
on the relations of the country.towards Great
Britain and Central America—a theme involving
not merely immediate peace or war, but ulti-
mately the contincntal ascendency of the Re-
public.  The debate iz instituted on the motion
of the Committee on Foreign Relations. The
chairman of that committee is Mr. James M.
Mason, of Virginia, author ot the last and most
notorions of the fugitive sluve laws. The other
members are, Mr. Stephen A. Douglas, the found-
er of that curious and evancscent system of
Territorial Government, whilom known by the
name of Popular Sovereignty, but now recog-
nizeid as Executive Usarpation ; Mr. John A.
Slidell, of Louisiann, the same who has propoged
a withdrawal of the naval squadron employed
in suppressing the slave trade on the coast of
Africa: Mr. Johin M. Clayton, of Delaware, who
prononnces the prohibition of Slavery forever
coutnined in the Missouri Compromise uncon-
stitntional ; Mr. John B. Weller, of California,
wha upholds the Executive Usurpation and con-
yuest in Kansas ; and with these centlemen is
azsociated oue opponent of the slaveholding
class, namely, my honorable and excellent col-
ague, Mr, Hamilton Fish, of New York.
The debate has ended while we have been can-
vasging the committee by which it was institu-
ted,  And now the qirestion has changed to one
of hardly lez: grave importance—namely, wheth-
er the President of the United States shall be
inhibited from employing the army as a police
to enforce the tyrannical laws of the slavehold-
ing conynerors of Kansas. This proposition of
the Huuse of Represcatatives is opposed by the
Committee on Finance. That committee has
for its chadrman Mr. Robert M. T. Hunter, also
of Virginia. He is the same Senator who has
just now proposed to rescind that vote of the
Senate which rather admitted than declared that
the azzmult made by Preston S. Brooks, a Repre-
sentative of douth Caroling, in the Senate Cham-
ber, on Mr. Charles Sumner, n Senator of Mas-
sachusetts, for words spoken in debate, was a
breach of the privileges of the Senate. The other
members of this great committce are Mr. James
A. Pearce, of Muryland, whom you see in his
place, franking for circulation his declaration in
favor of the elaveholders' candidate for the Pres-
idency ; Mr. Crittenden, of Kentucky, the same
Senator who, as Attorney General, removed Mr.
Fillmore's scruples concerning the suspension
of the habeas corpus in the new Fugitive Siave
Law ; Mr. Stuart, of Mickigan ; Mr. Brodhead, of
Pennsylvania ; and Mr. Toucey, of Connecticut—
all of whom are desouncers of that agitation

usual equality. For although it embraces Mr.
Clay, of Alabama, and Mr. Benjamin, of Louis-
inna, who are eminent champions of the rights
of slaveholders, it nevertheless has for its other
members Mr. Hamlin, the newly elected Gov-
ernor of Maine, the very ultra opponent of the
slaveholding class who is now addressing you,
and Mr, Dodge, of Wisconsin, wuo is its chair-
man. But this equality is in part accidental.
The chairman votes against the slaveholding
class, under the plea of instructions given him
by the State which he represents. Mr. Hamlin
was yet in full communion with the slavehold-
ing Democracy when he was appointed to this
committee, and my own place on it was assign-
ed to me while as yet I was a National Whig,
and not as now a Republican.

The debates in the Senate interrupt us. Let
us therefore forget them, and proceed with our
examination of the constitution of its commit-
tees. The Committee on Manufactures seems to
have been framed with decided impartiality.
At its head is Mr. Wright of New Jersey, a sup-
porter of the policy of the slaveholding class,
while its other members are Mr. Allen of Rhode
Island, a moderate opponent of the Nebraska
and Kansas law, and Mr. Harlan of lowa, Mr.
Wilson of Massachusetts, and Mr. Trumbull of
Illinois, three distinguished and effective advo-
cates of Freedom.

I admit a similar equality in the constitution
of the Committee on Agriculture, for it consists
of the same Mr. Allen and Mr, Harlan, together
with the indomitable Mr. Wade of Ohio, who
are friends of Freedom, and also Mr. Thomson
of New Jersey, and Mr. Hanter of Virginia,
who are defenders of the rights of slaveholders.
Glad to be just to that cluss, I acknowledge
with pleasure that equalliberality has been man-
ifested in the organization of the Committee on
the Militia, Its chairman is Mr. Houston, of
Texas, and with him is associated Mr. Bell, a
true representative of New Hampshire, as she
was of old, is now, and always ought to be; and
these certainly are not overbalanced by Mr.
Dodge of Wisconsin, Mr. Biggs of North Caro-
lina, and Mr. Thompson of Kentucky.

I must nevertheless claim as a drawback on
the magnanimity of the Senate, that these three
last committees—namely, those “on Manufac-
tures,” “on Agriculture,” and * on the Militia"—
have charge of public interests which have long
since been renounced by the Federal Govern-
ment in favor of the States, and that consequent-
ly those committees are understood to be mere-
ly nominal, and that in fact they never submit
any measures for the consideration of Congress.
On the other hand we see prudence, if not
jealousy, visibly wmanifested in the constitution
of the Committee on the Army and the Navy,
the two great physical forces of the Republic.
The first of these consists of Mr. Weller of Cali-
fornia, Mr. Fitzpatrick of Alabama, Mr. Joues
of Tennessee, Mr. Iverson of Georgia, and Mr.
Pratt of Maryland, all of whom favor the
largest liberty to the slaveholding class; and
the other i3 composed of Mr. Mallory of Florida,
Mr. Slidell of Louisiana, Mr. Thomson of
New Jersey, Mr. James of Rhode Island, all re-
liable supporters of that cluss, togother with the
independent, upright, and candid John Bell of
Tennessee.

The slaveholding class is a careful gus dian of
the Public Domain.  Mr. Stuart, of Michigan, is
chairman of the Committee on Public Lands.
He is, as you well know, of the opinion that the
agitation of Slavery is the prolific cause of the
unhappy overthrow of Freedom in Kansas, and
his associates are Mr. Johnson of Arkansas, Mr.
Clayton of Delaware, Mr. Mallory of Florida,
and dir. Pugh of Ohio, who all are tolerant of
that overthrow, and Mr. Foot, who so faith-
fully represents the ever-reliable freemen of Ver-
mont,

Mr. Benjamin, of Louisiana, presides over the
Committee on Private Claims upon the Public
Domaio,” supported by Mr. Biggs of North
Carolinn and Mr. Thompson of Kentucky, with
whom are associated Mr. Foster, a Senator of
redeemed Connecticut, and Mr. Wilson of Massa-
chusgtts,

Negotiations with the Indian tribes are con-
tinually required, 1o provide room for the migra-
tion of the slaveholder with his slaves, The
Committee on Indian Affairs, excluding all Sen-
alors from free States, consists of Mr. Sebastian
of Arkansas, Mr. Rusk of Texas, Mr. Toombs of
Georgia, Mr. Brown of Mississippi, Mr. Reid of
North Carolina, and Mr. Bell of Teunessee.

Two representatives of the interests of Free-
dom—AMr. Wade of Ohio, and Mr, Feszenden of
Maine—hold places on the Committee on Claims
against the Government ; but they are quite over-
balanced by Mr. Brodhead of Pennsylvania, Mr,
Geyer of Missouri, Mr. Iverson of Georgia, and
Mr. Yulee of Florida.
The Post Office in its transactions is more
nearly domestic and municipal than any other
Department of the Govermmnent, and comes home
to the business and bosoms of the whole people.
Mr. Rusk, of Texas, is chairman of the Com-
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and
his associatea are Mr. Yulee of Florida, Mr.
Adams of Mississippi, Mr. Jones of lowa, bal-
anced hy Mr. Collamer of Vermont, and Mr.
Darkee of Wisconsin.

No inconsiderate legislation favorable 1o free-
men must be allowed in the Senate, no consti-
tutional legislation necessary to the securily of
Slavery must be spared. The Committea on the
Judiciary, charged with the care of the public

legizlutive body its concurrence is necessary to the Jjurisprudence, consists of Mr. Butler of South

Cuarolina, Mr. Bayard of Delaware, Mr. Geyer of
Missouri, Mr, Toombs of (ieargia, Mr. Toucey of
Connecticut, and Mr. Pagh of Ohio. It was the
Committee on the Judiciary which, in 1843, re-
ported the bill for removiog from the State
courts into the Federal courts private actions
brought against Federal oflicers for injuries
comuitted by them under color of their author-
ity.

The slaveholding class wntches with paternal
jealousy over the slaveholding Capital of the
United States. The Committee on the District
of Uolumbia consists of Mr. Brown of Mississip-
pi, Mr. Pratt of Maryland, Mr. Mason of Virginia,
and Mr. Reid of North Carolina, together with
Mr. Allen of Rhode Island.

The Committee on Territories has care of the
colonization, organization, and admissiod of new
States, and 30 is in fact the mosi impertant of
all the committees in the Senate. Mr. Douglas,
of Hlinois, is its chairman, and his associates
are his willing supporters, Mr. Jones of Towa,
Mr. Sebastian of Arkansas, Mr. Biggs of North
Carolina, together with Mr. Bell of Tennessee,
und the able and fuithtul Mr. Coliamer of Ver-
mont.

Finally, the science and literature of the coun-
try must not be nnduly directed to the prejudice
of the iuterests of Slavery. The Committee on
the Library take charge of this great intellectual
interest, and it consists of Mr. Pearce of Mary-
land, Mr. Cass, the eminent Senator from Michi-
igan, and Mr. Bayard of Delaware.

You will say that my review of the commit-
tees of the Senate is unjust, because you have
not heard me mention the names of those dis-
tinguished champions of Freedom in the Senate,
Johin P. Hale of New Hampshire, and Charles
Sumner of Massdchusetts. DBehold the places
assigned to them! Mr. Hale graces the Com-
mittees on  “ [levolationary Claims” and on
“ Public Buildings,” and Mr. Sumner fills a seat
in the * Committec on PPensions.”

Do not think for a moment that T impeach the
Jjustice of the Senate in the construction of its
committees. When you learn how strong the
slaveholding interest in the Senate really is, you
will perceive at once that its representatives are
more than just—they are even liberal and gener-
ous to its adversaries. Yon shall decide the
question for yonrselves, when 1 shall have called
tire roll. Taking the ndmisgsion of Kansas into
the Union, nnder the Topeka Constitution, as a
test, the classification of the Senate iz as fol-
lows: Rbode Island two voices for Slavery,
Connecticut one, New Jersey one, Pennsylvania
two, Delaware two, Maryland two, Virginia two,
North Carolina two, South Carolina two, Geor-
gis two, Alabama two, Mississippi two, Louisi-
ana two, Uhio one, Kentucky two, Tennessee
two, Indiana one, Illinois one, Missouri one, Ar-
kansas two, Michigan twe, Florida two, Texas
two, lows one, Wisconsin!:ne, California one—
in all, twenty-six States, giving forty-three voices
for Slavery. For Freeddig—Maine two, New
Hampshire two, Vermont two, Massachusetts
two, Connecticut one, New| York two, Ohio one,
Illinois one, lowa one—only nine States, giving
only fourteen voices for Freedom.

Freemen of Michigan, T think T perceive that
you sre oppressed with the atmosphere of the
Senate of the United States, [ cheerfully leave
it. We have crosfed the Rotunda, so rich in
memorials of the patriotism and valor of our an-
cestors, and now we are in the Hall of Repre-
sentatives. The House of Representatives con-
sists of two hundred and thirty-three members,
chosen severally by the people in Representative
districts. One buadred an ifwty-th‘ree of them
are chosen by the people of the free States.
This House virtually holds a controlling power
over the Senate and the President, through its

which cGnists in expusing the aggressions of (hé
slaveholding class upon the liberties of the
American people.

The Senate needs but little time on a question
50 simple a8 that which has thus been raised.
[Tt has already vindicated the President's pre-
1 rogative, and has now reached the third among
the Orders of the Day—namely, the Improve-

State, under the laws thereof, ment of the Navigation of the Mississippi, a
another, shall, in consequence of | measure introduced by the Committee on som-

- goy law er regulation therein, be discharged ‘merce. This commitice has an aspect of un-

exclusive right to originate bills for raising puh-
lic revenué, 't is in fact the Commons of Amer-
ica. But, alas! if the Senat® be & strong citadel
of Slavery, the House of | ntatives is by

no means an im bul of Freedom.
The slaveholding olass enjoys ng sdvantages
which have not at some time surrendered

to i:el:ly the House of ives. To-day,
indeed, we boast of a regenerated House of Rep-
resentatives, faithful to the interests of human
Freedom. But, after all, our boast is founded

less on any vantage ground actually gained by
the House of Representatives, thangon a retreat
safely effected from the late legislative contest,
instead of an absolute capitulation. God knows
that I do not undervalue the brave and true
champions of Freedom who have honored hu-
manity so long in the House of Representatives:
John Quincy Adams, Giddings, Thaddeus Ste
vens, Preston King, David Wilmot, John A.
King, heretofore; and now, Grow, and Banks,
and Burlingame, and Howard, and Sherman,
and Morgan, and Colfax, and the Washburnes all.
But I ask, nevertheless, what have we saved in
this last, our only successful contest in the
House of Representatives? Whitfield, the rep-
resentative of the Missouri borderers in Kansas,
only expelled, and Reeder, the true representa-
tive of that Territory, rejected ; a Speaker, faith-
ful to justice and humanity, barely chosen by a
plurality ; an investigation into the atrocious
crimes of Kansas barely sustained; a meager
plurality vote for the admission of Kansas, un-
der the Topeka Constitution, rendered half
worthless by an embarrassment of the question
with an incongruous vote for a reorganization
of the Territorial Government; and an eight
months struggle for the equal independence of
the House of Representatives, closed with a con-
cession of absolute independence to the Senate,
by consenting to its dictation in a bill directing
thie supplies for the support of the civil authori-
ties and the army of the United Siates.

Enough of the House of Representatives.
Come along with me, fellow-citizens. This pas-
sage, circuitous and descending, leads us into
the chamber of the Supreme Court of the United
States. It is an imposing tribunal, a great con-
servative department of the Government. It
regulates the administration of justice between
citizens of the different States, and between
States themselves. Its members are independ-
ent of the Legislature and of the President, and
it has the power of setting aside even laws and
treaties, if it find them subversive of the Consti-
tutign of the United States. The courtis just
opened for the business of the day. How fitly
does the proclamation of its opening close with
the invoecation, “ God save the United States and
this honorable court.” See, also, how the mem-
ories of the benefactors of mankind are held in
honor here. There iz the statue of John Jay,
the author of emancipation in New York. Alas,
our imagination has quite deluded us. The
court consists of a Chief Justice and eight Asso-
ciate Justices. Of these, five were called from
slave States, and four from free States. The
opinions and biaz of each of them were care-
fally 'considered by the President and Senate
when he was appointed. Not one of them was
found wanting in soundness of politics, accord-
ing to the slaveholder's exposition of the Con-
stitution, and those who were called from the
free States were even more distinguished in that
respect than their brethren from the slavebold-
ing States.

We bave thus completed our survey of the
supreme authorities of the Republic. Let us now
leave the Capitol, and look into the subordinate
departments. :

In this modest edifice is the Department of
State. It is the depository of the seals of the
Republic. It directs and regulates the merely
Executive operations of government at lhome,
and all its foreign relations. Its agents are
numbered by the hundred, and they are dis-
persed in all civilized countries throughout the
world, From the chief here in his bureau to
the Secretaries of Legation in South America,
Great  Britain, France, Russia, Turkey, and
China, there is not one of these agents who Las
ever rebuked or condemned the extension or ag-
grandizement of Slavery. There is not one who
does not even defend and justify it. There is
not one who does not maintain that the flag of
the United States covers with its protection the
slaves of the slaveholding class on the high
seas.

In the majestic pile behind this unique but
graceful colonnade, sits the Secretary of the
Treasury. He manages the revennes and ex-
penditures of the Uniled States, and guards and
improves their sources, commerce, and the pub-
lic lands.  Seventy milliona of dollars annually
pass throngh his hands into those of other pub-
lic agents. contractors, creditors, and foreign
Powers. e directs the movements of agents
whe, scattered abroad in all the seaports and
in all the States and Territories, are counted by
the thousands. His wand contracts or opens
banks, and frees or embargoes the merchant
ghips which carry on a trade, domestic and for-
eign, greater than that which any other nation
but one has ever maintained. All the national
revenues are runised in such a way as to favor
most the purely agricultural labor of slaves, and
to afford the least impulse to the great wheel of
manufuacture, which is turned only by the hands
of freemen. The enstom-houses and the public
lands pour forth two golden streams—one into
the elections, to precure votes for the slavehold-
ing class ; and the other into the Treasury, to be
enjoyeid by those whom it shall see fit to reward
with places in the public service.

A walk of hall’ a mile brings us to the portico
of a great edifice, faultlessly conforming to the
best style of Grecian architecture. This i3 the
Department of the Interior, and here is its Sec-
retary, He i3 charged with the ministerial part
of the administration of justice, with the dis-
position of the public lands, the construction of
buildings, the granting of patents, and the pay-
ment of pengions. His agents abound especially
in the Territories and States, built on the public
domnin. You see them here among yourselves,
and know them well. Did you ever know one
of them whose devotion to the slaveholding
class conld he shaken by any miracle less than
that which converted Saul of Tarsus, a perse-
cutor of saints, into a preacher of righteousness?

Merely tnrning a short corner, we reach the
General Post Office. This is the great domicili-
ary inquisition of the Government. It reaches,
by long arms, with insinuating fingers, every
settlement, village, city, and State capital, in
forest, prairie, mountain, and plain, among the
lakes and rivers of our own country, and per-
vades with it presence the seas throughout the
whole earth. There is nol one, of its more than
twenty thousand agents, who is false to the
slavehiolding interest, unless indeed he is so ob-
scure as to have escaped, not merely the notice
of the chief of the Department itself, but also the
envy of stimunlated avarice and ambition in his
own neighborkood.

A circuit of half a mile has now brought us
to the Departments of “ War” and the “ Navy.”
Here two esergetic and far-sighted ministers,
brought from the slaveholding States, and
identified with their policy, wield the two great
physical forces of the Republie, each ready, on
receiving a despatch by telegraph, to subdue re-
sistance to reclaimants of fugitive slaves in Bos-
ton, to disfranchising statutes in Kansas, or to
slave coursers on the high seas,

Finally, in the most unpretending of all the
publie edifices sits the Attorney General of the
United States. It belongs to the office of an At-
torney General to be n willing adviser and cun-
ning executioner of the policy of the power :?
whom he was appointed. When or where, in all
the memoralle struggles of liberty with prerog-
ative, in this country or in Europe, has this
character been more successfully illustrated than
it has been by the present Attorney General, in
his efforts to establish the interests of the slave-
helding clasz, and crush out its opponents in the
free States?

Fellow-citizens, you start with astonishment
at the picture I have made, by simply bringing
together well-known and familiar, but distant,
objects into ene group, and in a clear light. You
say that it cannot be truthful. T reply, if it be
not trauthful, then let any one here, whatever
may be his political bias or associations, point
out a single firure that is wrongly placed on the
canvass, or show a spot where the cold and pas-
sionless shadowing | have given to it ought to
be mellowed.

Yon are impatient of my theme, but I cannot
release you yet. Mark, if you piease, that thus
far 1 have only shown you the mere ern-
mental organization of the slaveholding class in
the United States, and pointed out its badges of
supremacy, suggestive of vour own debasement
and humiliation. Contemplafe now the reality
of the power of that class, and the condition to
which the couse of human nature has been re-
duced. In all the free States, the slaveholder
argues and debates the pretensions of his elass,
and even prosecutes his claim for his slave be-
fore the delegate of the Federal Government,
with safety and boldness, as he ocught. He ex-
horts the citizens of the free States to acquiesce,
and even threatens them, in their very homes,
with the terrors of disunion, if that acquiescence
is withbeld; and he does all this with safety, as
he ought, if it be done at all. e is listcned to
with patience, and replied to with decorum, even
in his most arrogant declamations, in the Halls
of Congress. Through the effective pathy
of other property classes, the slayeholding power
maintains with entire safety a press and perma-
nent political organizations in all the free States.
On the contrary, if you except the northern bor-
der of Delaware, there is nowhere in any siave-
holding State personal safety for a citizen, even
of that State itself, who questions the rightful
national domination of the slaveholding class.
Debate of its pretensions, in the Halls of Con-
gress, is carried on at the perils of limb and life.
A free presa is no sooner set up in a slavehol
Spul an it is demolished, aud citizens who ge-
semble peacefully to discuss even the extremest

claims of Slavery nre at first cautione if
Mhlmﬁctﬂ,bnishsd or glain, .3‘1‘:“1“

surely than the résistants of military despotism
in the French Empire. Nor, except just now,
| has the case been much better, even in the free
| States. It is only as of yesterday, when the free
citizens, assembled to discuss the exactions of
the slaveholding [class, were dispersed in Bos-
ton, Utica, Philadélphia, and New York. It is
only as of yesterday, that when I rose, on re-
quest of citizens lof Michigan, at Marshall, to
speak of the great political questions of the day,
I was enjoined not to make disturbance or to
give offence by ing of free goil, even on
the ground which the Ordinance of 1787 had
saved to Freedom. It was only as of yesterday,

| that Protestant Churches and Theologicul Semi-

naries, built on Puritan foundations, vied with
the organs of the glaveholding class in denoune-
ing a legislator who, in the act of making laws
affecting its interests, declared that all human
laws ought to be conformed to the standard of
eternal justice. The day has even not yet passed
when the press, employed in the service of edu-
cation and morality, expurgates from the books
which are put int¢ the hands of the young all
reflections on Slayery. The day yet lasts when
the flag of the United States flaunts defiance on
the high seas, ovar cargoes of human merchan-
dise. Noris there an American representative
anywhere, in any one of the four quarters of the
globe, that doea not labor to suppress even there
the discussion of American Slavery, lest it may
possibly affect the safety of the slaveholding class
at home. If, in a generous burst of sympathy with
the struggling Protestant Democracy of Europe,
we bring off the fidld one of their fallen champions,
to condole with gnd comfort him, we suddenly
discern that the mere agitation of the principles
of Freedom tend to alarm the slaveholding class,
and we cast him off again as a waif, not merely
worthless, but dapgerous to ourselves. The nat-
ural and ancient order of things is reversed;
Freedom has becgme subordinate, sectional, and
local; Slavery in|its influence and combinations
has become predominant, national, and general.
Free, direct, and| manly utterance in the cause
of Freedom, even in the free States themselves,
leads to ostracism, while superserviceability to
the slavelolding class alone secures preferment
in the national icouncils. The descendants of
Franklin, and Hamilton, and Jay, and King, are
unprized—

“1ill tBey learn to betray, | J
Undistinzuish'd theyt hive, if they shnme not their sires,
And the toreh thatwould light them 1o dignity’s way,
Must be eaught from the pile when theircountry expires.”
In this course pf rapid public demoralization,
what wonder is it that the action of the Govern-
ment teads continually with fearfully augment-
ing force to the aggrandizement of the slave-
holding class? Government can never be bet-
ter or wiser, or éven o good or so wise as the
people over whom it presides? Who can wonder,
then, that the Congress of the United States, in
1820, gave to Slavery the west bank of the Missis-
sippi quite up to the present line of Kansas, and
was content to save for Freedom, out of the vast
region of Louisiagn, only Kansas and Nebraska ?
Who can wonder that it consented to annex and
admit Texas, with power to subdivide herself in-
to five slave States, so as to secure the slavehold-
ing class a balandge ngainst the free States then
expected to be ultimately organized in Kansas
and Nebraska ? Who can wonder, that when this
annexation of Texas brought on a war with
Mexico, which ended in the nnuexation of Up-
per California nz:l New Mexico, every foot of

which was free from African Slavery, Congress
divided that vast Territory, reluctantly admitting
the new State of California as a {ree State, be-
cause she would not consent to establish Slavery,
dismembered New Mexico, transferred a large
portion of it to glaveholding Texas, and stipula-
ted that what remained of New Mexico, togetiver
with Utah, should be received as sluve States, if
the people therepf should so demand? Who
can wonder that the President, without any re-
proof by Congress, simultaneously offered to
Spain two hundred millions of dollars for the
purchase of Cuba, that it might be divided into
two slaveholding States, to be adwitted as mem-
baers of the Federgl Union, and at the same time
menaced the Eurgpean Powers with war if they
should interfere to prevent the consummation of
the purchase? ‘ho ean wonder that, embold-
ened with these doncessions of the people, Con-
gress at last sanclioned a reprisal by the slave-
holding class upon the regions of Kansas and
Nebraska, not on the ground of justice or for an
equivalent, but slmply on the ground that the
original concessian of them to Freedom was ex-
torted by injustice and unconstitutional oppres-
gion by the free States? Who can wonder that
the slaveholding tlass, when it had obtained the
sanction of Congress to that reprisal, by giving
a pledge that the people of those Territories
should be perfectly free nevertheless to estab-
lish Freedom therein, invaded the Territory of
Kanang with armdd forces, innigarated an usurp-
alion, and established Slavery there, and dis-
franchised the supporters of Freedom by tyran-
nical laws, enforded by fire and sword, and that
the President and Senate maintain and uphold
the slnrehuldinfkintemm in these culminating

demonstrations of their power, while the House
of Representatives lacks the power, Lecause it
is wanting in the!virtue, to rescue the interestsof
Justice, Freedom, and Humanity ? Who can won-
der that Federal Courts in Massachusetts indict
defenders of Freetlom for sedition, and in Pennsyl-
vania subvert the Btate tribunals, and pervert
the Daleas corpus, the great writ of Liberty, iuto
a process for arresting fugitive slaves, and con-
strue into contImpt, punishable by imprison-
ment without bail or mainprize, the simple and
truthful denial of personal control over a fagi-
tive female slave, who has made her own volun-
tary escape from bondage? Who can wonder
that in Kansas lawyers may not plead or juries
be empannelled in the Federal Courts, mor can
even citizens vote, without first swearing to sup-
port the Fugitive Slave Law and the Kansas and
Nebraska act, while citizens who discuss through
the press the right .of slaveholders to domineer
there, are punisied with imprisonment or death ;
free bridges over which citizens who advocate
free institutions; may pass, free taverns where
they may rest, and free presses through which
they may speak, are destroyed under indictments
for nuisances ; and those who peacefully assemn-
ble to debate the gricvances of that class, and
petition Congress for relief, are indicted for high
treason ?

Just now, the wind sets with gome ‘apparent
steadiness in the North, and you will readily
confess therefore that I do not exaggerate the
growing aggrandizement of the slaveholding
class, but you will nevertheless insist that that
aggrandizement | is now and may he merely tem-
porary and occasional. A moment’s reflection,
however, will satisfy you that this opinion is
profoundly untrue. What is now seen iz only
the legitimate maturing of errorzs unresisted
through a period of more than thirty years. All
the fearful eviig now upon us are only the inev-
itable results of efforts to extingnizh, by delays,
concession, and compromises, a discussion to
which Juslice, Reason, and Humanity, are contin-
ually lending their elemental fires,

What, then, ig the tendency of this aggrandize-
ment of the slave interest, and what must be its
end, if it be not now or specdily arrested ?  Im-
mediate consequences are distinetly in view.
The admission of Kansas into the Union as a
slave State, thel subsequent introduetion of Sla-
very by meansg equally flagrant into Nebraska,
and the admisgion of Utah with the twin pa-
triarchal institutions of legalized Adultery and
Slavery, and these three achievements crowned
with the incorporation of Cuba into the Repub-
lic. Beyond these visible fields lies a region
of fearful speculation — the restoration of the
African slaye trade, and the degecration of all
Mexico and Central America, by the infliction
upon the half-civilized Spanish and Indian races
dwelling there, by our hands, of a curse {from
which, inferior| as they are to ourselves, they
have had Lhe virtue once to redeem themselves,
Begond this aréa last surveyed lies that of civil
and servile wars, national decling and—auiv,

1 fear to open up these distant views, becanse
1 know that you will attribute my apprehensions
to a morbid condition of mind., But confining
myself io the immediate future which is so fear-
fully visible, I ask you in all candor, first, wheth-
er 1 have ever lefore exaggerated the aggrand-
izement of the slaveholding class. Secondly,
whether the movement that I now forbode is
really more imgrobakle than the evils once seem-

which are now a startling reality.

ow are thefe immediate evils, and whatever
of greater evils that are behind them, to be pre-
vented ? Do you expect that those who have
heretofore counselled compromise, acquiescence,
and submission, will change their conrse, and
come to the fescue of Liberty ¢ FEven if this
were a reasonable hope, are Cass, and Douglas
.and Buchanan, greater or better than the states-
men who havd opened the way ' of compromise,
and led these modern statesmen into it? And
if they indeed gre 5o much greater and so much
better, do you ¢xpect them to live forever?

Perhaps you|expect the slaveholding class will
abateits pret.entqas, and practice voluntarily the

moderation which you wish, but dare nat demand
at its hands. How long, and with what success,
have you waited nlrungy for that reformation ?
Did any property class ever so reform itself?
Did the Patricians in old Rome, the Noblesse or
the Clergy in France? The Landholders in
Ireland? The landed Aristocracy in England ?
Does the slavebolding class even seek to beguila
you with sach & hope ¥ Has it not become ra-
pacious, nt, defiant? Is it not waging
civil war against Freedom, wherever it encounters

real resistance? Nol no! you have let the lion

and the spotted leopard imto the sheep-fold.
They certainly will not die of hunger there, nor
retire from disgust with satiety. They will re-
main there go long as renewed appelite slml] find
multiplied prey. Be not self-deceived. When-
ever a property class of any k:pd is invited by
society to oppress, it will continue to oppress.
Whenever a slavebolding class finds tl_u: non-
slaveholding classes yielding, it will continue its
work of subjugation. |

People of Michigan, T know full well that it
seems ungracious in me to dwell on this painful
theme. It is not such an acknowledgment of
your manifold hospitalities as you expected. Tt
is hard for the weary mariner to look steadily
on the newly-revealed rocks towards which he
has too long been carelessly drifting. It is not
easy for the prodigal to look with contentment
on the rags and husks which meet him as he
retires from the house of his harlotry. Never-
theless, there is no way of escaping nny immi-
nent danger, without first calmly and steadily
locking it fully in the face, and ascertaining its
real nature and magnitude.

Here again you will deny the justice of my
parallels—you will claim to be merely innocent
and unfortunate, and will upbraid the slave-
holding class as the builders of this impending
rain. But you cannot escape so. The faull is
not at all with that class, but with yourselves.
The slaveholders only act according to their
constitutions, education, and training. 1t is the
non-slaveholding classes in the free States who
are recreant to their own constitutions and false
to their own instincts and impulsez, and even
to their own true interests. Who taught the
slaveholding class that Freedom, which conld not
he wholly conquered at once, could be yielded
in successive halves by successive compromises ?
Who taught the slaveholding class the specions
theories of Non-intervention and Popular Sove-
reignty, and the absolute obligation of tyran-
nical laws enacted by armed wsurpation? Your
own Cass, and Douglas, and Pierce, and DBu-
chanan. Who established Cass, Douglas, Pierce,
and Buchanan, at Washington, and gave them
the power to march their slaveholding armies
into Kansag? The nou-slaveholding society in
the free States, and no portion of that society
more willingly and more recklessly than you,
the People of Michigan.

You admit all this, and you azk how are
these greal evils, now so apparent, to he cor-
rected—these great dangorg, now go manifest, {o
be avoided, [ answer, it i2 to be done, not as
some of you have supposed, by heated debates
sustained by ritles or revelvers at Washington,
nor yet by sending armies with supplies and
Sharpe’s rifles into Kansas. I condemn no neces-
sary excrcise of the right of self-defence, any-
where. Public safety iz necessary to the practice
of the real duties of champions of Freedom.
But this is a contest in which the race is not to
the physically swift, nor the batfle to those who
have most muscular strength.  Least of all iz it
to be won by retaliation and revenge. The vie-
tory will be to those who shall practice the high-
est moral courage, with simple fidelity to the
principles of humanity and justice. Notwith-
standing all the heroism of your ¢champions in
Washington and Kausas, the contest will be
fearfully endangered, if the slaveholding class
shall win the Prezident and the Congress in this
great National Uanvass. Even althongh every
one of these champions should perish in his
proper field, yet the Rights of Man will be saved,
and the tide of oppression will be rolled back
from our Northera pluins, if a President and a
Congress shall be chosen who are trae to Freedom.
The People, and the People only, are sovereign
and irresistible, whether they will the ascendency
of Slavery or the triumph of Liberty.

Harsh as my words may have seemed, T do
my kinnsmen and brethren of the free States no
such injustice as to deny that great allowances
are to be made for the demoralization | have (e-
seribed.  We inherited complicity with the
slavebolding cluss, and with it prejudices of
caste, We inherited confidence and affection
towards our Southern brethren—and with these,
our political organizations, and profound rever-
ence for political authorities, all adverse to the
needful discussion of Slavery. Above all, we
inherited a fear of the dissolution of the Union,
which can only be unwholesome when it ceases
equally to affect the conduct of all the great par-
ties to that sacred compact. All these inherit-
ances have created influences upon our political
conduct, which are rather to be deplored than
condemned. T trust that at last these influences
are about to cease. [ trast so, because, if we have
inherited the demoralization of Slavery, we Lave
also attained the virtue required for emaneipa-
tion. I we have inherited prejudices of caste,
we have also rizen to the knowledge that politi-
cal safety is dependent on the rendering of cqual
and exact justice to all men. And if we have
suffercd our love for the Union to be abused so
as to make us tolerate the evils that more than
all others endanger it, we have discerned that
great error at last. If we should see a citizen
who had erected a noble edifice, sit down inact-
ively in its hall, avoiding all duty and enter-
prise, lest he might proveke encmies to pull it
down over his head, or one who had built a wmn-
jestic vessel, moor it to the wharf, through fear
that he might peradventure run it upon the
rocks, we should condemn his fatuity any folly.
We Lave learned at last that the American peo-
ple labor not only under the responsibility of
preserving this Union, but also under the re-
sponsibility ol making it subserve the advance-
ment of Justice and Humanity, and that neglect
of Lhis last responsibility invoives the chief peril
to which the Union itself is exposed.

I shall waste little time on the newly-invented
apologies for continned demoralization. The
question now to be decidzd iz, whether a slave-
holding class exclusively shall govern Ameri-
ea, or whether it shall only bear divided sway
with non-slaveholding citizers, It concerns all
persons equally, whether they are Protestants or
Catholics, native-born or exotic citizens. And
therefore it seems to me that this is no time for
trinls of strength between the native-born and
the adopted freemen, or between any two
branches of one common Clristian brother-
hood.

As little shall T dwell on merely personal par-
tialities or prejudices affecting the candidates
for public trusts. Each fitly personates the
caunse he represents. Beyond a doubt, Mr. Bu-
chanan is faithful to the slaveholding class, as
Mr. Fillmore vacillates between it and jts op-
pounents. | know Mr. Frement well ; and when
I gay that I know that he combines exirnordi-
nary genius and unguestionable sincerity of
purpose with unusual modesty, I am sure that
you will admit that he is a true representative
of the Canse of Freedom.

Discavding sectionalizm, and loving my coun-
try and all its parts, and bearing an affection
even to the slaveholding class, none the less
sincere because it repels me, 1 cordially adopt
the motto which it too often hangs out to delude
us. 1 know no North, no South, no East, and
no West; for I know that he who would offer
an aeceptable sacrifice in the present crizis must
conform himself to the divine instructions, that
neither in this mountaiy, nor yet at Jerusalem,
shall we worship the Fatber: but the hour
cometh, acd now i, when the true worghippers
shall worship the Father in spirit and in trath.

Last of all, I stop not to argue with thoke
who decry agitation and extol conservatism. not
knowing that conservatism is of two kinds—that
one which, yielding 10 cowardly fear of present
inconvenience or danger, covers even politieal
leprosy with protecting folds ; and that other
and better conservatisim, that heals, in order that
the body of the Commonweslth may e heaith-
ful and immortal.

Fellow-citizens, T am aware that T have spo-
len with scriousness amounting to solemuity.
Do not infer from thence that I am despondent
or distrustful of present triumph and ultimate
regeneration. It has required a strong pressure
upon the main-spring of the public virtue to
awaken ils elasticity. Such pressare has reach-
ed the centre of the spring at last. They who
have reckoned that its elasticity was lost, are
now discovering their profound mistake. The
people of the United States have dallied long
with the acactus, and floated carelessly on the
calm geas that always reflect summer skies, but
they have not lost their preference for their own
changeless fleur de lis, and they consult no other
gnidance, in their course over the waters, than
that of their own bright, particular, and con-
stant star, the harbinger of Liberty.
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i EXTRACTS FROM QUR LETTERS.
I’\‘J?a“r;;’-rl't.‘-'f;ﬁl‘-t‘, Dee, 30, 1856, —The fact is,
I we need, and must have, & paper at Wasking-
| ton that will not bow down to the Moloch of
| Slavery, nor suffer, without remonstrance and
energetic resistance, his infatuated devotees to
commit to his embrace our infant States. We
want the doctrice proclaimed continually at
the seat of Government, that “ Righteousness
exalieth & nation, but gin is a reproach to any
ple.” One would think that a majority of
our Senators had never heard the adage, that
“Houesty is the best policy,” or if they have,
that they regard it in the same category of
vaunted gelfevident truths to which they refer
that clause of the Declaration of Independence
which asserts that “ All men are created with
certain inalienable rights,” &ec,, and which
some of them, with amusing self complacency,
slizmatize as a “ self-evident lie.”

Legislation in our country seems to be fast
approaching to the degraded condition of a
system of tricks; and the most successful trick-
ster is, in many quarters, coming to he regarded
the best legislator,

Liook at the catchword of % Squatter Sover-
eignty,” and see what iniquitous purposes it
has been made to cover. The resl vitality of
the principle which that term implies has
never for a moment been entertained by a very
large number of those who hava been most
lusty in their support of the measures which
have been introduced under its wzis, The
wiiole system of measures relating to Kansas
seems to be an enormous {rick. The repeal of
the Missouri Compromise; the oppressive ac-
tion of the Government against Freedom-loving
men, who kud gone to Kansas in harmony with
the act oannizing it & Territory ; the recog-
nising as obligatory on them, of a code of laws
establi:hed by a Legislature constituted by
armed bauds of invaders, w/io were not citizens,
and containing enactments in the last depree
revcliing to humanity ; the toleration, on the
one hand, of murder and rapine, with not even
a word of rebuke, while, on the other, the
slightest accusation of the most characterless
wretch haa been followed with a Jash of scor-
pions—these, with other considerations, would
seem suilicient to erown wilh historieal infamy
the names of those men who have participated
in the evident design of foreing Slavery upon
Kaneas. The monumeat that ghonld be raised
in commemoration of the legislative and execu-
tive action in reference to Kaneas, would be
Justly and significantly headed with the inscrip-
ticn of Bad Faith; and cn all its sides would
be written the catalogne of consequent suffor
ings,

While such is the condition of thi Gov-
ernment cannct command the respeet of the
citizens, much less of foreign Powers. To
what are we to atiribule the restless and inso-
lent spirit that is abroad in the land, but 1o the
fact that justice in legislation may be disre-
garded? What clee is done by such legisla-
tion than to educute and encourare mon to
nieke unressonable demands And when
these demands come to conflict on sll gides,
what conservative power shall remain ina Gov-
ernment that has ect the worst example of po-
litical infidelity ?

Among the conservative ngencies, tha niost
powerful, doubtless, i an enlightened pablic
sentimeni. Buat pnblie gantiment is in great
measure an effect, which may bie tealy regarded
a3 having its origin in, or at least having its
expression in, the press of the country: and
the kind of sentiment will nec ily paztake
of the principles in which it sharei; hence,
for one, I am quile seusitive to the truth that
we ought to support pupers that vindieate wrin:

ciples of equity and justice to all men. As
such I regard the Nafiona! Bra ; sud T tender
to you my hearty good wishes for the prosper
ity aud long-continued usefulness of your pe-
riodical.

Shenandoak Co., V., Jan, 16,1857.—1 really
thinlk, if the non-slaveholders of Shenandoah
county would read your paper, they would soon
cease to co-operate with the Siavery Oligarchy,
to proseribe what they please to enll an * Abo.
litionist,” or, in other words, a “Black Repub-
lican.”

I was persecuted for voting the Republican
ticket. My life was threatened on the evening
of the general election, in Woodstock, and my
name cast cat for evil in some of the Valley
papers. Bat, notwithstandiag all this, I have
gained true friends hy taking so decided a stand
in the great and good Republican cause, I fiel
encouraged to press forward in advocating the
Repeblican prineiples, and traly wish you Gad
speed in the great and good cause of Liberiy
aud Freedom, for which our noble ancestors
have bled and died. You have nobly acquit-
ted yoursell in this good cause, for which you
ment the good wishes of the American people.

Belvit, Wis,, Jan. 7, 1857—We have heen
very much amused, as well as edified, by your
extracts from Southern editoriale, aud hope
they will be continued. Itis ridiculous to heur
those men crying fanatic, fanaticism, whilst
they are themselves_indulging in such erazy
vagaries; as though the growth of eammercial
cities depended upon the resolutions of a few
hundred windy politicians—the Sir Oraclas of
plautation life, and the braggarts of amall towna;
or, a3 though the spasmodic efforts of these idle
gentlemen could in the slightest decree hinder
the progrezs of milliens of industrious, enterpri-
sing, and well-educated fraemen, in their march
toward wealth, intelligence, and political power.

W. D, A,

Congreesional Correspondence.

Gilroy, Santa Clara counly, Cal., Dec. 17,
1856.—As one of that clags hy the donorables
nsunall denaminalud " wy dear constituents,”
I wish to record my protest against that
Border Ruflian act, by which members of the
present Corgress voted money into their own
pockets. They virtnally agrecd to serve their
constituents for eight dollars per day. When
they arrived at Washington, sfter “emptying
our Treasury of geventy five millions of mouey,
after squandering millions of acres of the ua-
tional domain, by giving it away to railrosd
compaunied, Tom, Dick, and Harry—afier refu-
sing to eet the seal of condemualion upon one
of the mosi gigantic frauds and bare-faced vil-
lauies ever perpetrated in any country this side
the dark ages—afrer trampling in the dust the
liberties of the free settlers of Kansas, and
laying their towns in ashes—afier duing all
this, they come to the concluzion that cighi
dollars per day is too little for 50 much work,

The constituent is pretty warm, hut it is some
consolation to know that absenteeism is almost
cured—members were never before so pune-
tual in sttendance. Besides, the proposition
now ig, to punish voluntary absentecism at the
rate of 25 per day.—FEd. Era.

Republicanism in Illinois.
Springfield, I, Jan. 14, 1857 —1 wes pres-
ent here on Monday, the 12th inst., at the in-
anguralion of the Republican State officers,
The Old Line Democracy had bad control of
the Capitol so larg, that they appeared to think
their dispossession a mere farce, and that in a
few days they would again be permilted to re-
sume their seats. But I think their fate is
sealed. Repablicaniem will continue te grow
stronger and strenger in Illinois, until the ma-
Jorities for Freedom and Free Soil, rolled up
by the Young Giantess of the West, w.il Lo
equal to those of the Empire State in the last
election,

The Republiean party in this State is much
stronger now than it was at the November
election. Many of the Fillmore men acknowl.
edge that they were deceived by their leaders,
else they would have voted for Fremont,

Windham, Portage Ca,, 0., Jan. 21, 1857.—
I pend you an agcouns of a remedy for poisons,
which { think worthy to ba publiched through-
out the world. Very respectfally, yonrs, &e.,
Lvrnen Howrnney,
RBaw Onions a Cure for Various Poisons.
This remedy kas been effectually trie: for the
stings of bees, wasps, and hornets, with good
success, Take an onion, and cut it horizontal-
ly, and immediatel apply it to the wounded
part, rubbinf it tioroughl_r; and, when no
more juice will come from the onion, cut again,
and apply ustil the pain ceases. In moet cases,
if the application is made immediately after the
infliction of the sting, there will be no swelling.
If the swelling has already commenced, the
roceas of rulﬂ:ing must ke longer continued,
n case of a severs awelling, it may be neces-
2ary to bruise the onion, and apply as a poul-
ce, 80 as more than to cover the tumor. The
poultice should be often renewed uutil the
swelling subsides.
Cure for the Bite of a Rattlesnake.
A cage: About forty years :go, a lad, by the
name of Thomson, who resided in Middlefield,

snake, on the end of his heel. The conseqy
was, that in a short time ke became ve
swollen, deaf, and blind, and his a'te
thought he would live but a very short
Onions were bruised, and applied plentif
a poultice, to the wound, and in five
he was perceptibly betler. The appli
was renewed at short intervals, and fina
plied to his whole body. He recovered, gy
rrobnbi_y is now alive. 1 saw him & well mun
ast spring.

It 13 believed that onions, appliad faiil fully
in a similar manner, may be a remedy for 1ha
bite of a spider, or any other poisoncus insect
or snake.

As very much damage has been done, i
many lives lost, by the bite of mad d
suggest whether it would not be best i«
 thorough trial of the above remedy, in cin
of the bite of a mad dog upon man or Lews,
It can be easily tricd,
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